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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE following compilation is strictly what it professes to be, “AN
InTrODUCTION” to Hebrew Grammar. No language can be acquired
by means of a compendium. But experience has taught me, that a
large and comprehensive grammar may impede the progress of .
beginners, especially when the chief part of their time and strength
is necessarily devoted to other subjects. For such the following
pages may serve as a practical outline. The original intention was
that it should not exceed two sheets. But having learned that the
study of Hebrew was to be introduced into King’s College School,
it seemed necessary to add more complete tables. Mr. Duncan
obligingly allowed me the use of the stereotype plates of the tables
of verbs, reprinted from Gesenius’ ¢ Lehrgebaude,” by the Rev. Dr.
Lee. The larger Grammars recommended for the study of the
advanced student are those of the Rev. Dr. Lee, Professor Ewald,
and the late Dr. Gesenius.

A. M°C.



INTRODUCTION

TO

HEBREW GRAMMAR.

HEBREW LETTERS. CONSONANTS.

TuE Hebrew alphabet consists of twenty-two letters, all consonants.

Figure. Name. Pronunciation. mli‘rli_c
value.
N Aleph Spiritus lenis | 1
2 ana 3 Beth BH and (B) 2
J and ] Gimel GH and (G) | . 3
'T and "' Daleth DH and (D) 4
M He H 5
)| Vau Vand W 6
T Zain 7 7
M Hheth Hh 8
) Teth T 9
) Yod Y 10
final

D D T Kaph KH and (K)| 20
5 Lémed |L 30
D, D Mem M 40
D { Nun N 50
@) Samech |S 60
Y Aiin Soft GH 70
n, d, !‘ Pe PH and (P) | 80
X, V Tsade TZ 90
P Koph Q 100
- Resh  |R 200
i Sin S 300
F00g Shin SH

nn Thau TH and (T) |400

§. 1. The six letters npo722
(B’gadk’phath) are pro-
nounced with or without
an aspiration. The remo-
val of the aspiration is
marked by a point in the
letter ; this point is called
Dagesh Lene; a point in
7 is called Mappik, and
shows that 7 is sounded
as a consonant,

§. 2. Five have a different
form at the end of words,
T,9,3, %, Y, included in
the memorial word yE®2
(kamnephetz).

§. 3. As the Hebrews do
not divide words at the
end of the line, an empty
space would sometimes re-
main. This is prevented
by enlarging the letter, =,
n, o, 7, 1; memorial
word, DnI8 (ahaltem).

§.4. The letters 2, 7,1,
are called quiescent, because
they sometimes lose all
sound, except what they
derive from the preceding
vowel, like our W in flow,
throw, &c.

N quiesces in Kametz,
Tsere, Segol, sometimes in
Hholem.

1 at the end of words also.

1in Hholem and Shurek.

*in Tsere and Hbhirik
and Segol.

B
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§. 5. The usual division of the consonants in reference to organ
is :—

a. Gutturals, ¥, 7, 7, 8  [Ahachagh].

b. Labials, A, 79 1, 2, [Bumaph]

c. Palatals, 7, 2, ‘, 2, [Gichaq].

d. Linguals, N, 3, 1?, ®, T, [Datléneth].

e. Dentals or Sibilants, &, 2, D, I, [Zastzash].

7 in some respects resembles the first class

The Liquids are @, 3, B, 5.

The three 7, 3, b , are intimately related.

§. 6. The Hebrews have signs («) for five long or perfect vowels, i.e.,
which can be sounded without a consonant following ; (&) five short
or imperfect vowels, i.e., which cannot be sounded without a con-
sonant following or a helping accent, and (c¢) four semi-vowels.

VOWELS.
LoNG OorR PERFECT.
Name. Sound. Example.
1. A < Xametz A in balm 2 bah.
2. E = Tsere a in bay 2 bay.
3. 1 = Great Hhirik ee in lee 2 bee.
4. O Yor - Hholem oin Rome Y2 boh.
5. U A Shurek 0o in fool 12 boo.
SHORT OR IMPERFECT.

Name. Sound. Example.

6. —  Pathach a in bad 53 pal.

7. = Segol e in bed 173 bel.

8. — * Little Hhirik 1 in hit /3 bil.

9. <  Kametz Hhatuph o in hot 17:} bol.
10. - * Kibbutz u in pull 53 bull.

N.B.—These vowels are properly divided into three classes, those
belonging to the A sound, 1, 6, 7 ; those of the I sound, 38, 8, 2, 7 ;
and those of the U sound, 4, 5, 9, 10.

SEMI-VOWELS.

i. Simple Sh'va + as 2 the e in the French second, or German
Gnade, as 1‘73 g’loo, 132 Hno, MW sh’mee.
ii. Compound Sh’va.

* 'This may also be long.
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2. Hhateph Pathach = very short A, as Dibf} Hhildhm, WY
Ghéséo, oy, Ghaléy

Rl Ehée.
4. Hhateph Kametz = very short O, ¥ Ghdnée, Y277 Hholée,
W7 Rode.

§. 7. The syllables ending in a vowel are called simple, or open,
syllables ; those ending in a consonant, compound, or closed, syllables.

Ezamples according to the Vowels.

KAMETZ. TSERE. GRT. HHIRIK. HHOLEM. SHUREK.
Pronoun. Pronoun. Pronoun. | | Pronoun. Pronoun.

N2 bah D may OB ,,eepb. loh | A2 loo
a8 ahv | DR aim | V2 been | TN ohr | MR oor
0 kakm |12 bayn ‘7‘3 geel "2 bohr | M2 goor
T yakd|TX zayd | D seem | 297 dohv | RIT hoo

Short Vowels.

™ ydd 18 pen |12 bin| WY kod sh6 VD) yillid
BP_ kal | 52 bel |11 min | TYR2ITY hholkh-mdh 519:1 but-tdal
DY  dm| D eth| TR im 0N dm-r6 | VDY ghum-méd
N2 bar 177 hen |12 tsu]\ D‘n: bot-tim w;: nug-gdsh
o ts&rl m men | =) Jlum‘ [=pM yd-kom | 2T hug-gdd

§. 8. Kametz and Kametz-Hhatuph are represented by the same
sign +. To distinguish them accurately it is necessary to know
whether this vowel has been derived from Hholem or Shurek. The
general rule is,—

a. In a closed unaccented syllable, it is Kametz-Hhatuph, as in the
examples in the fourth column, where are three cases, (i.) before a
simple Sh’va, as WP ;5 (ii.) before a Dagesh-forte, as EM12 ; (111 ) in
a final syllable Wlth()ut accent, as QY.

b. In an open syllable, (i.) before Hhateph-Kametz, as "17375
(ii. ) before another Kametz- Hhatuph as '717375 (iii.) in two words,
D‘:;)'m ko-da-shim and D‘tpﬁ}g sho-ra-shim, where it really stands for
Hhateph Kametz, + .

§. 9. In the middle of a word, or in the first letter when the word
| is joined to the preceding, a pomt in a’consonant is called Dagesh-
" forte, it doubles the letter, as LBn kit- -tayl, 713772 maz-zeh ; in the



4 INTRODUCTION TO

latter case it is euphonic. If the letter in which Dagesh-forte occurs
be one of the aspirates, it also takes away the aspiration, T22 kib-
bayd.

§. 10. Dagesh-lene occurs (1) at the beginning of words, unless the
preceding word ends with a vowel and conjunctive accent ; (2) in the
middle of a word after a silent Sh’va, except in forms made from

others where the aspirates had their aspiration, and in the suffixes,
T, B2, 12

TONE.—MAKKEPH.

§. 11. In Hebrew, as in other languages, some one syllable is more
strongly marked in enunciation, and is therefore said to have the tone,
or to be the tone syllable. To mark it is necessary, as thereby words
apparently the same, are distinguished as to sense, as in the English
words, désert, desért.

a. Monosyllables necessarily have the tone unless followed by an
horizontal line, like hyphen, which takes it away, as '\71‘? el, "N eth,
“12 ben.  This line is Makkeph, which word signifies connecter.

b, Words of more syllables than one generally have the tone on the
last syllable.  The place of the tone, however, may be changed by
additions at the beginning or end of the word,—or, to prevent the
tone syllables of two words coming together,—or, by the cadence
at the end of a sentence, called the pause. Vowels losing the tone
are shortened, or may even be entirely lost ; as, 727 da-vér, B272%
Q’var-khém.  IHere the first vowel is lost, the second shortened,
o) ya-kaym, S vai-yé-kém, WD ké-desh, W kdd-shée. *

ACCENTS.

§. 12. The place of the tone is generally marked by a sign, or accent,
The signs used for this purpose, being so contrived as to show also
the relation of one word to the other and to the sentence, are divided
into distinctive and conjunctive accents, and are as follow :—

L. Distincrives (DoMiNt).
L Imperatores.—1. (=) Silluk, which occurs at the end of the
verse. 2. (—) Athnahh, generally in the middle of a verse.
*3. (%) Merka mahpachatum.

* A similar change of vowel sound, dependent on accent, may be observed
in English, as the sound of 7 in #nit, unite, dnity; confide, cénfidant: of A
in relate, rélative ; cipdcious, capable, &c., &ec.
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II. Reges.—4. (<) Segolta. 5. () Zakeph katohn. 6. (L)
Zakeph gadohl. 7. (=) Tiphcha.

II1. Duces.—8. () R'via. 9. (&) Zarka. 10. (=) Pashta.
11. (=) Yethiv. 12. (=) Tvir. 13. (-) Double Merka. *14.
(1%) R'via with Geresh. 15. (Z) Shalsheleth. * 16. () Tiphcha
initiale. :

IV. Comites—17. () Pazér. 18. (82) Karne-pharah. 19. (2)
Great Tlisha. 20. (=) Geresh. 21. (Z) Double Geresh. 22.
(1) Prsik.

II. CoNJUNCTIVES (SERVI).

23. () Merca. 24. (—) Munach. 25. (-) Mahpach. 26.
() Kadma. 27. () Darga. 28. () Yerach. 29. (&) Tlisha
minus. *30. () Tiphcha. *31.(=>) Merca Zarkatum. * 32, (%)
Mahpach Zarkatum.

* Those marked with an asterisk occur in the poetic books, Job,
Proverbs, and Psalms. When a word has a compound accent, or two
different accents, the last of the two points out the tone syllable. If |
the accents be both the same, the first stands over the place of the
tone.

The accents 4, 9, 10, 29, are called postpositive, as being placed on
the last letter of the word ; and 16, 19, 29, prepositive, as placed
with the first letter, and cannot, therefore, be consulted as to the place
of the tone, which must then be ascertained by the general rules and
use. :

The division into Imperatores, Reges, &ec., is to show the relative
degree of power which each class possesses, and may be compared to
that of our full stop, colon, semi-colon, and comma.

_§. 13. Besides these accents, a perpendicular stroke on the left of a
vowel, called Metheg (bridle), is also used as an auxiliary. It stands,

(1) after a long vowel next before a tone-syllable, as "']73:1 tay-I'dee ;
(2) on the second syllable before the tone, even though the vowel
is short, as D22 bot-tay-khem ; (3) after every vowel which is im-
mediately followed by a composite Sh’va. In all these cases it marks
the division of syllables. h

READING LESSON.
JosH. xv. 21—36.

WM IIPIN) MRS M e M) TR DRy e
N A 1 gy es ¢ nibpm ohp) MYt Vi
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FIIR TRMer TITRIRY vneh mmMes aiwmosen ginen
PRI Yo NPy By opmies twhp nvRy yinwm
M o PR PR T2iRpMIeo  1EEY) VYY) MR¥E e
D29h2 M Y TRy nivetiee o MR
IR MO DWpwn mpswines  yaymy vy by
moRs EHTyy Amss  iopym omen o PR O s
ORYTYEIN BY BTN TR BT aNpE a6 AR

LM

PRONUNCIATION.

21. Kav-ts’ayl va-ghdy-d’r v’ya-géor. 22. V’kee-ndh v’dee-mo-
nih v’ghad-gha-dah. 23. V’ké-d’sh v’hha-tsohr v’yith-nan. 24.
Zeeph va-té-'m oo-v’gha-16th.  25. V’hha-tséhr Hhia-dat-tdh oo-
k’ree-yéhth Hhets-réhn hee Hha-tséhr. 26. Amam oo-sh’'magh oo-
mo-la-ddh. 27 Va-hhatsar, gadddh, v’hhesh-mohn oo-vayth pah-I't.
28. Va-hhitsar shoo-ghil oo-v’air shé-vigh oo-viz-yo-th’yah. 29. Ba-
ghildh v'ghee-yéem va-ghd-ts'm. 30. V’el-to-lad oo-kh’seel v’hhor-
mah. 31. V'tsik-lig oo-mad-man-nih v’san-san-ndh. 32. Oo-l'va-
¢hth v’shil-hhéem  v’gha-y’n vrim-mdéhn kol-gha-réem ghes-réem
va-thdy-sh’gh  v’hhats-ray-hén.  33. Bash-sh’phay-lah esh-ta-6hl
v'tsor-ghdh v’ashnah. 34. V’za-né’ch v’ghayn gan-néem tap-pdo’ch
v’ha-ghay-nam.  35. Yar-méoth va-ghiddullam so-khoh va-ghazay-
kiah.  36. V’sha-ghdra-im v’a-ghi-dee-tha-im v’hag-g’day-rah oo-
g’day-ro-thah-im gha-réem ar-bah-ghes-rdy v’hhats-ray-hén.



