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Transcription Remarks

N

A ‘ §1.3
m _ , pf §1.5
] 0 L I s §1.4

THE ALPHABET _%

trill or flip of tongue-point against back of
| 7akn] upper gums, or of uvula [cf. §1.4 A_I\.v_
against raised back of tongue

._..S sin =s

™ s sh as in shoe

m tdw (MH tdv) §1.5

1.1 The Hebrew alphabet consists of 22 letters, all consonants. 1.2 Hebrew is written from right to left, hence the predominantly

Le L leftward orientation of the letters.
tier Name Transcription Remarks

R O9R g §1.3
3 bet §1.5

Final forms are employed for the letters X,D,1,7,D when they
stand at the end of a word. In the case of X ,D ,1,D the downstroke is
carried beneath the line Q. | \.._v instead of terminating in a leftward

horizontal leading into the next letter of the word. The two forms of

%MS& §1.5
dalet §1.5
R he ] mem are variant developments of the earliest form (see §1.7).
n wdw (MH vdv) i
Iz ] The laryngals
D het ‘
nw tet

™ yod

1.3 The consonants ¥ ,17 ,i7 ,X are produced in the larynx and are
therefore called laryngals.

=] 1 ..
L , The larynx is the “voice box” visible externally as the Adam’s apple.

5 ™mb
no an
19 m

X is a glottal stop, produced by closing the glottis momentarily and

then letting it spring open under the pressure of the breath.

The glottis is the opening between the vocal cords. Its extreme positions

1 Vowels are to be pronounced as in Spanish, Italian, or German; ¢ is the ¢ in set, d , are: wide open during ordinary breathing, firmly closed when one holds

is the a in arm or the o in soft; see §2.5. one’s breath with the mouth open.

10




12 Introduction to Hebrew

i1, like English 4, is made by narrowing the glottis so as to make the

outgoing breath produce a friction noise.

Mis a very strongly whispered {1 produced by tightening the throat

muscles.

YV is a voiced 1.

A voiced sound is one in which the vocal chords are set vibrating by the

outgoing breath, producing the musical sound which we call the voice.

Nonoriental speakers of MH do not usually distinguish 1 from
spirantized D (see § 1.5), or ¥ from N.

The emphatics

1.4 The emphatics, ? ,X ,D, are produced further back in the mouth
than are their nonemphatic correspondents. Precisely how they were
sounded in antiquity is not certain; speakers of MH who pronounce
emphatics distinctively sound them like their Arabic correspondents.

D is a nonaspirate ¢ sound produced with the back of the tongue
approaching the soft palate.

An aspirate is a sound followed by a puff of breath. The ¢ of top is an

aspirate; the ¢ of stop is not.

X is an s sound produced with the back of the tongue raised toward
the soft palate, the tip of the tongue not quite touching the back of the
upper gums.

|7 is a nonaspirate £ sound produced with the back of the tongue

touching the uvula.

The uvula is the fleshy lobe that hangs down in the center of the mouth
at the back end of the soft palate.

Nonoriental speakers of MH do not usually distinguish ¥ from D,

or P from D, X is sounded as fs in pits.
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1he letters begad kefat

1.5 The letters N ,D,2,7,1,2 (mnemonic: begad kefat?) each
represent two sounds, a stop and a spirant.

A stop is produced when the outgoing breath is stopped momentarily by a
closure of some part of the vocal organs. If the closure is effected by pressing
the back of the tongue against the soft palate, the resultant stops are £ or
hard g; if by pressing the tip of the tongue against the back of the upper
gums, the resultant stops are ¢ or d; if by the closure of the lips, p or b.
The first of each of these pairs (namely, £, ¢, p) are unvoiced stops; the
second (namely, hard g, d, b) are voiced.

If, instead of completely stopping the exit of breath, the tongue and the

lips leave it a very narrow passage, the outgoing breath produces a

friction noise. This sound is called a spirant. Spirantized ¢, for example,

is like the th of thin; spirantized d, like the th of then.

In writing, the stop sound is indicated by placing a dot, called in
Hebrew ddges qal “‘gentle dagesh,” within the letter: 2 b, 3 (hard) g,
Td, Dk Dp, Dt. Toindicate the spirant, the dagesh is left out: 1 o,
} g (unrolled French r), T d (th as in then), D k (German ch as in ach),
D f, Dt (th as in thin).

Begad kefat are primarily stops; they become spirants after a vowel
[cxcept when they are long consonants (§2.11)] or mobile Sewd, a
slurred vowel [§2.7 (b)]. Spirantization is the effect of the open position
of the vocal organs in the pronunciation of the vowel being carried into
the pronunciation of begad kefat. Thus D is a stop in the name of the
letter XD pe, but it is spirantized in JJZ *alef, since here it follows
upon a vowel.

In the pronunciation of MH D, ,} are never spirantized, but are

always pronounced as the stops (hard) g, 4, ¢.

2 A raised € indicates a hurried vowel, like the ¢ of stupefy.
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The development of the alphabet

1.6 The Hebrew alphabet, like the language, is Canaanite. It
represents the crowning achievement of a long history of writing in the
ancient Near East; the traces that remain of its development suggest
that its Syro-Palestinian inventors were inspired by both Egyptian and
Mesopotamian methods of writing.

Writing began in the 4th millennium B.c.E. both in Egypt and in
Sumer. In both lands, pictographs gradually gave way to syllabic and
logographic symbols that were numbered in the hundreds at any given
time and so demanded long training to master. Some time in the first
part of the 2nd millennium B.c.E., an anonymous genius living in Syria-
Palestine — the crossroads of Egypt and Mesopotamia — hit upon the
idea of reducing the number of symbols to the number of consonants in
his language. The idea may have been stimulated by the development in
Egyptian hieroglyphics of signs used purely as consonants, though in
Egypt itself this never led to alphabetization.

Starting from the first half of the 2nd millennium, the glimmerings
of alphabetic writing appear in Palestine in short inscriptions on tablets,
potsherds, and household objects. Related to these are other inscriptions
found at ancient Egyptian copper mines in the Sinai peninsula, dat-
ing from the 16th--14th centuries B.c.E. and commonly believed to be
Canaanite.

Solid evidence for the achievement of an alphabet are the alphabetic
texts from the ancient Syrian town of Ugarit (modern Ras Shamra)
from the 15th-14th centuries B.c.E. Here in a simplified cuneiform script
(showing Mesopotamian influence) the Canaanite dialect of Ugaritic is
represented in hundreds of literary, religious and administrative texts.

Even the present order of the letters was known at Ugarit — and all

§ 1 The Alphabet 15

signs point to the fact that the Ugaritic alphabet was not an original
invention. By the 15th century, then, the Canaanites had already a long

history of alphabetic experimentation behind them.

1.7 The direct ancestor of the Hebrew alphabet is the Phoenician,
used by the Canaanites, the Israelites, and such neighbors of Israel as
the Arameans and Moabites. This script, along with the Canaanite
names and order of the letters, passed to the Greeks, probably through
the agency of traders, in about the 9th century B.c.E.

As time went on the Phoenician script was gradually modified by
the Arameans in the direction of simplicity and greater cursiveness. By
the 6th century it had assumed a shape in which the present Hebrew
letters can easily be recognized. During the 6th-4th centuries Hebrew
scribes adopted the Aramaic “square letters,” as they are called,
abandoning the old Phoenician script for good [save in the case of some
scctaries and for sporadic nationalistic purposes (e.g., for inscriptions
on Jewish coins)].

The following specimens show the relationship of these scripts to
one another.

Phoenician—

Old Hebrew Greek Aramaic Hebrew

X T3k @ DA
-MXxomp >
a=ANAN NPt S 457
JES oA
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Assignment :

1. Learn the names of the letters in their proper order. Know how  } m N

to read and write the names in Hebrew.

2. F h T of the begad kefat letters in the names, |
or each occurrence e beg | <On>_I—N>I—I—OZ

determine why it is a stop or spirant, as the case may be.

2.1 The chief bearers of meaning in Hebrew, as in the other Semitic
languages, are the consonants; the vowels serve merely to specify more
particularly the meaning conveyed by the consonants. For example, the
consonant group PO carries the general sense of eating. Vowels
particularize the meaning as follows: *okel “food,” ’dkal ““he ate.” ’akild
“cating.” Because of this the inventors of the alphabet ignored the
vowels, relying on the native reader of the language to determine from

the context which of these possibilities best fit the situation.

‘The vowel letters

2.2 To keep the possibilities within a reasonable range, however, it
was desirable to limit their number as far as possible. If, in addition
to the three words above, ’dkeld “‘she ate,” *dkelu “‘they ate,’’ ’ikli “eat!”
(1), *okel “‘eater” are also candidates for the proper reading of the group
DOR, the variables become too many to be handled with ease. Some
method for indicating vowels — at least the major, long vowels — was
“arly felt to be needed. From the 9th century B.c.E., Hebrew writing
hegan to indicate final long vowels by the signs for consonants which

17




18  Introduction to Hebrew

were formed with the same vocal organs as the vowel sound: ” for final
i (and later ¢), 1 for final u (and later o), and i1 for final 4 and other
vowels. This usage soon became consistent and standard.

Some centuries later the use of vowel letters to indicate long vowels
within the body of a word came into vogue: " stood for i and certain
¢’s, 1 for u and certain o’s. This stage is reflected in biblical spelling,
but while the usage of vowel letters to indicate final vowels was stand-
ardized early, there is no consistency in the use of internal vowel letters
in the Bible.

The abovementioned forms of 9OX appear in biblical spelling as

follows:
1. ’okel “food” YoR | 4. ’dkelé “she ate” ooR
2. ‘dkal ‘“‘he ate” borR | 5. ’dkflu “they ate” “or
3. ’akilg AOR or AYOR | 6. Cikli “eat!” (fs) Hor
‘“eating”’ 7. ’okel ‘“‘eater” bHOW or YOR

2.3 Where the vowel letters appear, the writing is said to be full.
When the vowel letters are absent in words in which they may be
expected to appear, the writing is said to be defective. In the above words,
the alternative spellings of 3 and 7 are defective.

As a rule, the later a text the fuller the spelling. In Rabbinic Hebrew

texts vowel letters are often used even for short vowels.

Systems of vocalization

2.4 Needless to say, the use of vowel letters was not a final answer
to the problem of representing the vowels. The ambiguity of each vowel
letter, the frequency of defective spelling, and the complete lack of

representation of the short vowels made it desirable to invent another,

L
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more exact method of vocalization. The need became acute after Hebrew
ceased as a vernacular and the tradition of the correct pronunciation of
the sacred text of the Bible became more and more removed from life.

Several systems of diacritical marks were gradually developed to
indicate the vowels with greater exactitude. Three main systems are
known, of which the Tiberian — developed by the 10th century in the
city of Tiberias in Palestine — finally prevailed, to become the standard
vocalization of Hebrew.

The vocalization marks do not replace the old vowel letters, which
had been fixed in the biblical text centuries before and were regarded as
sacrosanct by the vocalizers. They merely add precision to them. Accord-
ingly, the vocalizers never changed the spelling of any word, but rather
added their diacritical marks above, below, and inside of the letters.
Thus the present biblical text displays two systems of vocalization: the
primitive vowel letters (normally representing only long vowels), and

the new, Tiberian vocalization marks superimposed upon them.

The Tiberian vocalization

2.5 The Tiberian vocalization consists of the following signs:

Quality

a as in arm

Sign Name! Transcription

- YRR gdmes m

- MO YRR, gdmes hdtuf? ] o0 as in soft

T

The Ashkenazic (central and east European) pronunciation of both
qdmes’s is as o in soft. That the Tiberian vocalizers also pronounced both
alike is indicated by their failure to distinguish them graphically. Their

pronunciation was probably similar to the Ashkenazic.

1 )
Variant pronunciations of each of these names exist; e.g., gdmes, gdmds ; ségol ; hirig.

Called also ._ﬂm_N ,WB_N gdmes qdidn.
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The Sephardic (Spanish-Portuguese) pronunciation of gdmes differs from
that of gdmes hdtuf as indicated above. MH pronunciation is in this case
patterned after the Sephardic, and thus does not distinguish gdmes from
patah (see the next sign).

Qdmes hdtuf is a phonetic variant of gibbus (see below). As distinguished
from gdmes, it occurs only in syllables that are closed [§2.7(a), §25.2(b)]

and unstressed; e.g., ouR *6z-nayim. (See further § 28.22.)

Sign Name Transcription Quality

)
patah a a as in arm

segol € e as in set
sere e as in grey (MH
sere often = segol)
VJ”ﬁ wh.g ) i as in siesta
D.w..__._ holem 0 as in mold
_uJ.ﬂG Sureq u as in rule
Y1apR  gibbus u as in rule

(a) All the vowel signs, except holem and Sureg, are sublinear. Holem
is placed above and to the left of its consonant, as in 99 kol .Mm:m,
or directly over an already present vowel letter 1, as in Du.u..md. Suireq
is a dot v_moon__ within an already present vowel letter 1 to nmnmmmbwﬁo it
as u, as in _UJ._S

Vowels are pronounced after the consonant beneath which (in the case
of holem, above which) they are written; see the names of the vowels for
examples,

(b) Thelaryngals ¥ ,M ,iT when they are final3 cannot be preceded
by any but an a vowel. Should another vowel precede them, a brief a
sound glides in between the laryngal and that vowel. This a is indicated by

patah written beneath, but pronounced before, the laryngal; e.g., 1117

3 When final 71 is consonantal it is marked with a dot called iP°BR mappiq to dis-
tinguish it from final 71 as a vowel letter: AN tdmakh “he was astonished.”

§ 2 Vocalization 21

:.&&:mbmln,: MUJGwe»;m_nixosniwovWoma.:m:orw ;g_?wmmom:o&
a “furtive \S_?&.:

2.6 The vowel signs were designed to indicate the quality (sound)
of the vowels, not their quantity (the length of time taken to utter the
sound). Most of the signs are, in fact, ambiguous as to quantity, repre-
senting sounds that are now long, now short. The determinants of the
quantity of vowels will be discussed later (§25). For the present it may

be noted that —, —, and — represent vowels that are often a length-

T
ened modification of short a, i, u (represented by —, —, IV\
respectively.

Distinctions of length are not observed in the pronunciation of MH,
but they are significant for understanding various grammatical

phenomena.

The Sewa
2.7 To mark a consonant that has no full vowel the Tiberian system

uses a special sign — called ZHG Sewd.

(a) The sewd indicating complete vowellessness is called quiescent
fewd. It occurs at the end of a syllable and closes the syllable; e.g.,
._JCBG $im-‘on “‘Simeon,” JBGJ yis-mor “‘he will guard.”

(b) The sewd pronounced as a slurred vowel — like the e of English
stupefy — is called mobile Sewd. Mobile Sewd derives from a full vowel that
has become slurred owing to a shift in the word stress. For example, the
feminine of 21T} gddol “big” is 71217} gedold, in which the mobile sewd
represents a slurred a-vowel. Again, the plural of JB@ Sdmar “he
guarded” is aJmuﬁ. Sdmeru (syllabified: $g-meru) ‘“‘they guarded,” in
which the mobile fewd represents the slurred patah. Every sewd at the

heginning of a word (or a syllable) is a mobile Sewd.
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(c) Mobile sewd retains enough of the force of its original vowel to
cause a following begad kefat to be spirantized. Thus, for example, when
the particle lrw le “t0” is prefixed to |3 ben “son,” the result is ﬁuw
leven “‘to a son.”

The distinction between quiescent and mobile fewd is fundamental
for understanding the vocalization. In the pronunciation of MH,
however, mobile Sewd tends to be elided; the two examples of (b) are
normally sounded as gdold, sémru.

2.8 Vowellessness at the end of a word is not marked by a jewd; thus
.3..% bayit “house.” Chief exceptions to this rule are (a) final kaf, which,
when vowelless, bears in it a $ewd in order to distinguish it from final nun;
thus l_wm_ hdlak “he went”; and (b) final tdw of 2 fs pronominal
elements; e.g., DR ’ait “you” (fs), ..DJUQN Sdmart “‘you (fs) guarded.”

2.9 With the laryngals (¥ ,17,77 ,R), and occasionally with other
consonants, fewd may be combined with \S_Mi: segol, or gdmes hdfuf to form
the composites = JUU_ 00 hatdf patah, - ~u,§0 Jﬂd hatdf segol,

T =

and — .—vB_N u._ﬂ_u._ hatdf gdmes. The purpose of the hatdfs is chiefly to

T:

facilitate the articulation of the laryngals: U_.Uwu.. Ya‘agov ““Jacob,”

| 1
D,_J,ux elohim “God,” QYIAX sohdrayim “noon.”

CTTIT

The mmmmw

2.10 To mark certain peculiarities in consonants, the Tiberian
vocalization places a dot, called Gurh ddges, inside the letters.

(a) To indicate that begad kefat are to be pronounced as stops, a dot
called r\._M Surm ddges qal, “‘gentle ddges,” is placed within them (§1.5).

(b) Long (doubled) consonants are indicated by a dot called
P10 Surm ddges hdzdq “‘strong ddges.”” Consonants are long:

1. as a result of the juncture of two identical consonants, the

§ 2 Vocalization 23

first of which ends its syllable; the two are fused into one long

1 1
consonant: 1IN1* > ﬁUm ndtannu “we gave’’;

T

2. as a result of the assimilation of one consonant to another:

N1 7%  min ze “from this” combines as .l:.U mizze, with nun

having assimilated to zayin, and zapin, therefore, long;

3. as a characteristic of the form: the article i1 hae- ‘“‘the”
requires that the following consonant be long: 23 habben “the
son.”

2.11 When begad kefat are long (i.e., bear within them a strong
ddges), they are pronounced as stops even though they follow a vowel
(as in the case of ]3{). The strong ddges thus serves the function of

the gentle ddges when it appears in begad kefat.

Assignment
Learn the names of the vowels and other diacritical marks. Know

their functions.




§ 3

THE NOUN
SENTENCE

3.1 A sentence (or clause) in which the subject is a noun and the
predicate is a noun or adjective is called a noun sentence (or clause).
Its simplest form consists of two nouns, or a noun and an adjective,
juxtaposed. The tense of a noun sentence is determined by its context;
when there is no context, the present tense is understood.

Examples, using JO.? “Joseph,” w._r_m “big,” JMM “(a)t lad”:
_u._r_w JO._.. “Joseph is big”’; JMM JO._.. “Joseph is a lad.”

3.2 The normal order is subject—predicate. If the predicate is to
be emphasized, it is placed first; e.g., JOJJ Jw.vw “Joseph is (only)

a lad.”

big it Joseph noP
small 1o lad wm

:
brother nx Benjamin IR E]

Hebrew has no element equivalent to the English indefinite article (“a[n]”).

24
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what? Jacob 2Py

who? - man vOR

Read and translate :

._GN ﬂdu“uu 4 .w.jm n_O.._.. B T hVA ﬁvuuu 2 N N,._0.._4 .1

ST 3Py 8 PR 3PYT T MR MO .6 IR TRNR S
aPY YR .10 TN TOR 9

Render your translation back into Hebrew, without referring to the
above. Answer in Hebrew :

M5 I 4 WM MNA AN .2 o A .l
2PY D 8 WARM T MR M 6 2op

2 See §5.3 for vocalization of M.




§ 4

ON THE
STRUCTURE
OF THE NOUN

4.1 Hebrew recognizes two genders: masculine and feminine, and all
nouns are either the one or the other according to their form. The
masculine has no distinguishing sign; the feminine is distinguished by

. - L 5
the ending i1~ or N7. Thus V1 “lad,” MY “brother,” and WX
cc . o .

man” are masculine; .JJaM “cow,” _.._GZ “woman,” N-EJU “tunic”
are feminine.

Some nouns are feminine though they lack the characteristic feminine ending.

1
Among these are TR “land,” Y “city,” Du.vnn_..v “a time”; paired organs of
1 "
the body, such as 4“ “hand,” W “eye,” ._qwm “ear,” Nuu.._g “foot””; and words

denoting females, such as DR “mother,” ﬁjwn “she-donkey.”

4.2 The regular plural ending of masculines is O%—; e.g., Q" V]

’ tT

“lads,” QIR “brothers ”
The regular plural ending of feminines is N7} e.g., N1ID “cows.”

But the plural form is not always indicative of the gender of a word. The

plural of IR “father” is ujuwm\ of WX “woman” is D). Hence the singular
26
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is a better guide to gender — but see §4.1. The only sure index of gender,
when it is available, is the form of an associated adjective or verb, which

must agree with the noun in gender.

4.3 Hebrew also has a dual number, indicated by the termination
' . . . . .
0°—, which serves to indicate two-ness in certain nouns; e.g., €Xpressions

1 ] .
of time: QYD “one time,” OAYD “twice.” In objects that come

normally in pairs, the dual termination is used for the plural:

“hands,”’ ooIR (0z-) “ears,” D;m.u.u “feet,” oy “eyes.”

S .2

1 J
Thus “seven eyes” is D"V YW (this does not mean “‘seven pairs of eyes”).

1
say “two eyes,” the word for “two” must be used: QW'Y Y.

4.4 The main stress generally falls on the final syllable; e.g.,
Yosef, D*V] ne*drim.
T
In certain vowel patterns, however, the stress always falls on the first
of a pair of vowels, resulting in penultimate (next-to-last-syllable) stress.

Such vowel patterns mnnu..l..ﬁ_uw.wv‘ —— qu_n b.mm.mUY -= AJMM \DMV.U_.V‘

- = Q;m..? and in the dual termination; e.g., Dd.._ﬂv. There are other
exceptions to the rule of final stress; they will be marked with ~as they

occur.

4.5 When a noun is inflected in the plural or dual, or an adjective
receives the feminine _Jﬂ~ these plural, dual, and feminine terminations
attract the stress to themselves, away from the beginning of the word.
Consequently, the beginning of the word is pronounced hurriedly,
with the result that vowels there may be shortened or slurred, or such
sequences as -ayi- contracted into single vowels. For example: the
holem of ﬁ% is shortened to gdmes hdtuf in the dual D..M:wn (0z-); the
qdmes of ~u._4m is slurred to mobile $ewd in the feminine UMJID and the
plural UJ_.UJ..@\ _jqr\JJuw the sequence -ayi- in ._wa contracts to e in
the dual QY.
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These vowel changes due to the shift in the place of the stress follow
regular rules, but discussion of them must be deferred till later. For the
present it is enough to note that when in the course of inflection the
stress of a word shifts forward (to the end), vowel changes — shortening

or slurring — may be expected to occur at the beginning of the word.

The words of the previous lesson are inflected thus:

big  fpl NPT ,mpl %M A% 5N | lad pl ™91 ,7y]

small  fpl gcm ,mpl DY f 1P ;c_.m brother pl DMN MR
man pl D;Gmwa R

New words:

Leah .Jwﬁu and (see below for vocalization) il

to, for (see below for vocalization) =% Reuben 1399
hand f(dud™1) T Rachel i)
eye f(du Dq.ml.u.yv ._,uw woman, wife

(pl Oy mwKR

Vocalization of 13 Normally ; 1 before labials (9,7 ,3) and sewd (e.g.,
rRaM AR before hatdfs, vocalized with the vowel component
of the hatéf (e.g., D.émw&v

Vocalization of Normally ¢ ;9 before sewd (e.g., .—UJZJWX before
hatdfs, vocalized with the vowel component of the hatdf (e.g., Démwﬁwv

“Have” is expressed thus: nx W_O...:u “Joseph has a brother” (lit.,
“to Joseph [is] a brother”). AJO._JJ MY can mean the same, but when
the phrase is in the predicate it means only “a brother to/of Joseph;

e.g., w_d._...u nx 7"R232 “Benjamin is a brother tojof Joseph).”

1 This and the following forms are based on an alternative base .—M_N
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Read and translate :
IR IR 3 .OM0R TR noi .2 .07l AR TREA .
ﬁd 2R OI0R PR3 AR 5 ORI PRI noi 4
12IRT 2Py .8 LOWIR TR 2PY2 T U 27 YR TR 6
b7 1.0 ._zf ij 10 LTYR RD) AER 207 .9 Nalpl it
O 2Py 13 .3_3.@ hyrd i...J 12 .._S.; Jz.u._ ._i.;
Ty .17 :._ﬁ.; o1 .16 AT APy oY) uw&..._ «3 14
Y MY 20 LAY 07T OTWIRY (19 DR oY .18 ._...mcm
n,m,..né? QWIRY 22 ST YR? T w20 .amy 72\
B oY

Answer in Hebrew:

MWK M 5 10N M 4 201 R L3 2000p R .2 ...njﬁ .1

k! ,3 10 ?NIPITI M .9 .1_,3..; .8 O T IR D .6
0P A0 14 1Py MY 13 1T R 12 Juu& o3 .11




§5

THE ARTICLE
AND THE ADJECTIVE

. It -
The article

5.1 The article is - ={3; i.., prepositive ] followed by a _,o:m

consonant (one bearing within it a strong ddges): WIT ““the lad.”

5.2 Laryngals (V,1,i7,X) and 9 are not normally susceptible to
lengthening and hence do not normally bear strong ddges in them. When
the article is prefixed to a word beginning with a laryngal it is vocalized

thus:
(a) If the initial consonant is & or 3, the < of the article is lengthened to
— (§2.6) by way of compensation: YPRA “‘the man,” ru.u.m_w\a,arn foot.”
This usually occurs with initial ¥ as well: ._me..a._ “the 36..:
(b) If the initial consonant is 71 or M, the article remains 71, though the
laryngal does not take ddge$: thus 7°D3 “the animal.”

(c) But if the initial i
) consonant is 1] or unstressed il or ¥, the article

is vocalized i35 DWW “the cities,” BN “the wise man.”
5.3 The vocalization of 1 “what?” is similar. Generally 712 is closely

attached to the following word and is vocalized - m; e.g., DRI M “What
30
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is this (f)?” (In the biblical text a hyphen connects 72 with the next
word, making the two words a single grammatical unit.)

When the initial consonant of the following word is a laryngal or 9 :

(a) If it is R or 9, the patak of 1 is lengthened to gdmes; e.g., IR AN
“what did he see?”’

(b) Ifitis ¥, 7, 7, the vocalization is MY e.g., MW AR “what was...?”’

T T

(c) Ifitis ¥, M, 71 with other vowels, the vocalization varies, except

that before the article it is regularly 9. i \\ x
:‘ 4 ,:?u,mr&;

5.4 When the article is preceded by nrn vqnvom:_osm =5 “to, for,’

=92 “in,”> =D “like,” the 1 is elided and its vowel is thrown back to

the preposition; thus RIEY) AAJGH..I‘“uv “to the lad,” SJXU

AAQJZN_ +2) “like the man,” oyl (<0"MY+3) “in the cities.”
The adjective
5.5 In Hebrew, attributive adjectives follow their noun and agree

with it in number and gender; moreover, if the noun has the Béo_ﬁ the
o . ek gappe ot edal
attributive must have it too. #> 7 ar s ~

An attributive adjective is one that, in English, stands before the noun it
qualifies to denote the qualification as assumed rather than predicated.
In the big man the adjective big is an attributive, as distinguished from the

man is big, where it is a predicate adjective.

Examples of the attributive:
‘““a big woman” .n_r\.j.u neR
“the big woman” 7173730 NERY “the big man” DI YR

“big women”’ 3«.._.._.” =) ] ““big men” B..B-D oI
“the big women” D213 D] “the big men” DRI DUIRD

Ty

“a big man” .um_._m 4

The explanation for this thoroughgoing agreement is that the attributive
adjective is really in apposition to its noun. The adjective is actually a
substantive (a noun equivalent), and the phrase .ujw YR is thus literally
‘“a man, a big one,” while r\..._.—mu YPR7 is literally “the man, the big one.”
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5.6 Predicate adjectives also agree with their nouns in number and
gender, but they do not take the article (except where they would in
English).

Examples of the predicate adjective:

“the woman is big” .JMJJW .Jﬁzﬁ_ “the man is big” _u.._n_.m S.wam_
‘““the women are big” 3..__.\.“_4& o33 | “the men are big” D,_.u.._.—w DWING
[but m..,_.—mm_ 1T “(it is) Reuben (who) is the big one”]

Ambiguities do remain. By itself _u.._.__m YR can mean both “a big man”
and ““a man is big”’; and while .Ujmm_ G._zﬂ_ would normally be taken as
“the big man,” it may also mean “(it is) the man (who) is the big one.”

Such theoretical ambiguities are almost always resolved by the context.

house(hold) m (pl B'D2) N3 | cow (p! ning) 79
field m (p] NiTW) AR | good 2iv
father AR | shepherd (p! o"yinv) nyin
is not muPy | beau-  (fpl NiDY,mpl D°B? £ 71D7) DY
where? DR tiful, handsome

in lu

Read and translate :

.chuﬁJa.A.ﬁm_cﬂmua.n,“amun,amu.w.ﬂcm:ﬁ._
A9 PTI A3 7 .M33 nIDM oW 6 .10 UKD L5
-Ap¥2? 7971 AT .10 0223 2iv7 2T 9 TP 7797 8
DTN .14 .20 2R 2Py 13 .IRT 2PY 12 .02 OWINR .11
R332 .17 2793 nI2T .16 T3 ov3ivd ooving 15 .oy
1793 PR 2PV AT PR PA 18 51T W1 A1) Toi m
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A3 DOy DI OTRT .20 N33 oI 3PV T3 19
. YN PR 3P AN 21 D

Answer in Hebrew :

MM 4 WTRROR 3 MYIAPR M 2 VR L
_._u.,z 8 70T u,u g mWII B 6 bR M PITI D 5
,u_.u..._w B,am& _._wu. A1 2703 DR .10 2R DK .9 23py?

. Ta MY 14 20°N3 "RY .13 0737

Translate :

1. The good shepherd is in a field. 2. Jacob has a beautiful
house. 3. In the big house are a man and a woman. 4. The wife
is good to Jacob. 5. The big man is a shepherd. 6. The small
brother is good. 7. The handsome lad is in the house. 8. The

shepherd has a beautiful wife.

Rewrite the preceding exercise, pluralizing all nouns and adjectives.




§ 6

THE CONSTRUCT
STATE

6.1 Two nouns may be combined so that the second defines or
otherwise particularizes the first (e.g., through indicating its possessor).
Thus 77 “hand” may be defined by JCW_J “the lad” in the

noagsmmos JMVM_U n_.u:Hwommaumrmza.:H,romanso::,JJ‘WmmNE
to govern the second, and to be in construction (i.e., combination; Lat.
construere “bring together””) with it. Phonetically the two are considered
one word: the first, or governing, noun loses its main stress (retaining,
at best, a secondary stress), which now falls on the second, or governed,
noun. Consequently, the governing noun often undergoes vowel
nmacoconu. or loss. Note how a_rn gdmes of 4“ shortens to patah in
ooscho.coz. Again, when N2 is in construction with, say, W'NJ,
as in U'RiJ N°2 “the man’s house,” the sequence ayi contracts 84«

due to the shift of stress.

6.2 The governing noun, which often undergoes change, is said to
be in the construct state; the governed noun, unchanged, is said to be in

the absolute state. The various internal vowel changes that nouns in the

34
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construct state undergo will be treated later; here we shall note certain
regular changes that occur at the end of such nouns.
(a) The feminine termination il becomes D—.

ixample: 178 “cow,” U_UMM DD “Jacob’s cow.”

The explanation of this change is as follows: The feminine termination
was originally -az. When in final position, the ¢ dropped off, and the vowel
was compensatorily lengthened to d. This final, long d was represented by
the vowel-letter I, later by the preceding gdmes. Thus 178 < *pdrat.
Now, the condition of the loss of the ¢ was that it be the final consonant.
When pdrat was in the construct state, it was the first part of a compound
word; the ¢, now internal, was not dropped, and thus the original -af

termination reappears in the feminine singular construct state.

1
(b) The dual O’— and the — usually masculine — plural 0%
i N
terminations become "—, Examples: DWW “eyes,” WRi] Y “the
man’s eyes”; OMIX “‘brothers,” n._OJ.. "X “Joseph’s brothers.”

No change occurs in the termination of masculine singular and the—
usually feminine — plural termination ni-.

6.3 A noun in the construct state does not take the definite article,
because it is already defined by the noun it governs. The governed noun,
on the other hand, may take the article. These, then, are the possibilities:
YR N°3 ““a man’s house”; G;Zm. N°2 “the man’s house” (*“the house

of the man,” but also “a house of the man”).
* ok K Kk K K K

Henceforth, for nouns in which there is some irregularity, the following
data will be given in parentheses and in this order: singular construct

state, plural, plural construct state. Construct state forms will be followed

by a hyphen.
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Irregular forms of some nouns so far met with:

man (T DI ,~R) vy father  (=Piay ,niag ,T7IR) an

woman (=1 03 ,~nuiK) gy brother  (=my ,my ,~m0)
house(hold) (=p3,0°n3 ,~n*2) Mj

New words

land f(w art «.J%ﬂv ._VJ% .wa.h
Canaan wid (=33.,0%3 ,-12) 12
Judah a7 he hhi
sheep (more exactly: fIN% they m D7}

small cattle — sheep, goats)

The 3 pers pronoun is frequently used as a binder between the subject

and predicate of a noun sentence; e.g., YR NI u_.vmu “Jacob is a man.”

Read and transiate -

[3IRY :3pY2 92 7K 2 g3 am qon "IN N 3Py 1
NI TR 40T NN o7 2py g 3 TR A 1
www T IRXCV 0T 2pY 12 .6 28E Apin x0T 3Py 13

APV W3 .10 .niaiy 3py W19 .02 5wy 8 3y nYR
o PIN TWG L2 0902 P 3y 03 ar e
97 °T PR3 14797 191D PSS P A0 o g
T¥? .16 0723 2Py wn TOR7 TRE2 15 .y upy Topa
2K .19 .1210 1218 N 18 DUI ORI P32 .17 .0°p3 noi
DY NID 21 .1y 2Py NYR N2 .20 .87 5119 12PY W)

T3 I 7703 e 2 e

1 Note that N>
2 Not a tautology. 19 (cs 11¥99) means “one who pastures’ (“pastor” in the
original sense); standing alone it is understood to refer to wzw‘ but the full expression is

IR nyin,
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Answer in Hebrew : |
1RY Wi M .4 10T MR M3 2Py U2 M 2 wumMm ,@Mu,w M
MO .8 1IPY: WY ME T S OTY BT fu_umuuu, > 2
.5{“._”._ aIN ! ..:JM..}J NPR N .10 IRXT "Y1D ADR L9 1PV 002

” E . .D NNVH j u ! U $ ) ou. . RAWE e .
. ZW— I U Y o 4— : ..... : <.

Translate :

?
1. Who is he? He is Joseph’s father. 2. Who are they? They are
. i tiful land is the land of Canaan.
Joseph’s big brothers. 3. The beau .

. Judah’s wife has small sons. .
o 7. The sheep of Judah’s son are in the

5. These are men of Canaan.

Jacob’s wives have sheep.

field. 8. Jacob’s sons have good wives.
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prepositions or verbs to indicate their object. For example, the 3ms
suffix = may be attached to nouns, as in INX “his sheep”; to
prepositions, as in 9 “to him,” or to verbs, as in ..quﬁ “he guarded
(MY) him.”

The pronominal suffixes will be set forth in detail later.

§7

Two Z O C Z m > Z U ~ 7.3 The demonstratives are:
DEMONSTRATIVES plura

these .J.vw.n c this A} m
DX f

The demonstratives for far objects — “‘that,”” ‘“‘those’” — are the
3 pers independent pronouns: _Jm‘p_ ,a R LR

The demonstratives may be used as pronouns or as adjectives.

(a) As pronouns: W' ] “this is a man,” _JQZ DR} “this is a

7.1 The independent personal pronouns are: woman,” D..Gmwﬂ .t_.uw_n “these are men,” S;Zﬂ N1 “that is the
b.N:SN _ . singular W,, man.”’

e ) 3 K e I PR e ,,” (b) As adjectives: 7171 WRIJ “this man,” RWIJ UPR]  “that

you OPR 2m thou AR 2m ! ; : i .

you .Jmu..um (inx) 3% o thou M..".a of | man,” D]} O"WIR] “those men” (note the gdmes of BDi}i]). The

they .._mr.._ 07 3m he z.#_ 3m demonstrative, as well as the noun, takes the article.

they g ma 3 she N7 3f ] 7.4 When a noun is qualified both by an attributive and a demon-
) ) , strative adjective, the order is attributive-demonstrative; e.g., S;Zm_

X1 is written X7 throughout the Pentateuch in all but eleven occur- .l_uﬂ._ J._JMN_ “this great man.”

rences; the reason for this is uncertain.

Forms in parentheses are found in Postbiblical Hebrew.

The independent pronouns may be used only as subjects (or in
agreement with subjects); they cannot be used as objects or with Read and translate :
prepositions | .3 3Py "2 WIK 1anK 7 .2 AR "R 2PV IR 10K B .1
a1 A e 5 L3RG ..Qu NOIR 21NN 7 4 .U_.uMu 382 IR DX
n .7 ._JMJGU 139 38% DX 2R N .6 .._G_N..u JO.... TR Ra

7.2 In addition to the independent pronouns there are pronominal

suffixes, which may be attached to nouns to indicate possession or to

38
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DIY3T °0 .9 .07 2PY? 12 NPRT 0737 .8 L 2PY? XK APR 1IN
XTI AW APRT 02T .10 .2PY? IRE Wi 07 2070 0opT
N30 W 12 2PV 127 X0 IRDT 7990 0% .11 Y

R VI PIR DRI D0 PIND 3 .0°2iv) o o9 i

TT™

Translate :

1. What are you? I am a shepherd. 2. Whose son is that? That
is Jacob’s son. 3. Reuben’s beautiful wife is in this house. 4. The
houses of the sons are in this land. 5. Those are the hands of a man,
and these are the eyes of a woman. 6. Reuben has a large hand.
7. This house is not small. 8. Those sheep belong to those men.
9. That field is good for the cows. 10. Those cows have big eyes.

11. Whose cow is this? She belongs to Jacob’s men.

§ 8
THE VERB

Roots

8.1 One of the chief characteristics of the Semitic languages is that
roots of three consonants, expressing some general idea, are the basis of
most words. By means of fixed vowel patterns and formative elements
the root is embodied in words particularizing aspects and nuances of
the root idea. (In the language itself of course we meet only the words
from which the root is a grammatical abstraction.)

Thus the root TND “opening” is embodied in the words TND
“he opened,” TIPB] ‘“he (it) was opened,” jbmv “doorway.”

The root .umv.G “weight” is embodied in the words w_.m.ﬁ “he
weighed,” W_Ulsu “he was weighed,” Jmun_\ ““a shekel weight,” JWSU
“weight.”

The root W “guarding” is embodied in the words JB@. “he
guarded,” JBGH “he was guarded, he guarded himself,” Jﬁﬁv
“guardhouse, jail.”

8.2 There is also a large number of biconsonantal roots, from which are

derived the “‘hollow” verbs (§ 17) — verbs having a long vowel between

their two root consonants. These roots exhibit the same patterning; e.g.,
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